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2026 GERMAN-AMERICA 
STEUBEN PARADE COMMITTEE

The German-American Steuben Parade is run by a 
group of highly dedicated volunteers that work 
in committees with specialized tasks. They take 
care of the day to-day business as well as the 
staging of the Steuben Parade in September.

We thank our dedicated committee 
Chairpeople and their teams.

Executive Committee of the 
German-American Steuben Parade

General Chairman: Robert Radske
Vice Chairwoman: Nicole Miskiewicz
Treasurer: Richard Rom
Directors of Finance: Anita Radske 
Public Relations: Sonia Juran Kulesza
Recording Secretary: Frederick H. W. Hansen
Corresponding Secretary: Anita Radske

Members
Monica Heanue, Stephanie Messing, 
Doris Neugebauer, Michael J. Rabus,
Cornelia Rom, Herbert Stupp



2026 GERMAN-AMERICA 
STEUBEN PARADE COMMITTEE

Parade Commentators: Frederick H. W. Hansen, 
Cornelia Rom, Elaine Gehnich
Parade Line-Up: Stephanie Messing, Elaine Gehnich,
Doris Neugebauer
Photographers: Charles Ruppmann, Bob Radske, 
Gerhard Rossbach, Dennis Rees, Stefan Braccini
Public Relations: Michael J. Rabus
Sonia Juran-Kulesza, Kathy Jolowicz, Herbert W. Stupp
Queen Committee: Cornelia Rom
Schools: Stephanie Messing
Souvenirs: Irene & George Mueller
Website: Nicole Miskiewicz

Church Service: Joe Nolte
City Hall Greeting: Michael Rabus, Herb Stupp
Cornflowers: Catherine Rabus
Director of Security: Joe Nolte
Floats: Robert Radske
Fundraising: Anita Radske, Miriam Modica
Gala & Journal: Nicole Miskiewicz, Anita Radske, 
Sonia Juran-Kulesza
Government Liaison: Herbert W. Stupp
Grandstand: Monica Heanue
Groups from Overseas: Stephanie Messing



Jens Hanefeld began his professional career after studying modern 
history and English language and literature in 1991 when he joined 
the Foreign Service as an attaché. After working in London, Sofia 
and Washington, he became an advisor in the Political Department 
of the Federal Foreign Office in Berlin in 2000. From 2001 onwards, 
he was personal advisor to various State Secretaries at the Federal 
Foreign Office. From 2005, he headed the Office of State Secretaries 
at the Federal Foreign Office before becoming envoy and permanent 
representative of the ambassador in Washington in 2009. 

In February 2014, Jens Hanefeld joined the Volkswagen Group as 
Senior Vice President and Head of International & European Policy 
and Trade Policy. From September 2024 to July 2025, he took over 
as German Ambassador to Ethiopia and the African Union before 
becoming German Ambassador to the United States of America in 
July 2025.

Ambassador Jens Hanefeld
2026 GRAND MARSHALL



Norbert, born in Bad Rotenfels, Baden-Württemberg, is a 
self-made business executive. He began his career as a Tool 
& Die Maker at Mercedes-Benz in Stuttgart before moving 
to the Philippines in the 1950s to establish a manufacturing 
facility, and later managing operations in Hong Kong.
In 1974, he became COO of Capetronic Group Limited and 
Chairman in 1981, overseeing global operations. He later 
joined the Board of BSR PLC and, as a director of Poly Peck 
International and CEO of its $1B electronics division, led 
major international acquisitions, including a stake in Sansui 
Electric.
He served as President of the Society of Manufacturing 
Engineers (Manila Chapter), was active with the Jaycees, a 
Trustee of Wooster School, and received the 1991 S. David 
Feir Humanitarian Award from the Anti-Defamation League.
He married Elizabeth Pyle Valdez; their children are 
Elizabeth V. del Alamo and Margaret G. Still, and his 
grandson is T. J. W. Welch.

Norbert R. Wirsching
2026 GRAND MARSHALL



8th Grade ($1,500)

Cecilia Birkelund

High School ($1,500)

Danica Bomhoff

Caitlyn Bruno

12th Grade ($3,000)

Sarah Phinney

College ($3,000)

Vincent Bruckner

Eric Hartmann

Freida O’Purk

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2026
GACGNY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS



THANK YOU OUR LIGHTING SPONSOR:



A COMPLETE LISTING OF OUR SPONSORS IS AVAILABLE AT GERMANPARADENYC.ORG















For more information, please contact Jan Schüler on 917 935 9305 or email jan@traubengold.com







Congratulations to Grand Marshal Norbert Wirshing!











Congratulations on your 69th Parade 
from 

2025 Grand Marshal Gerhard Rossbach 
and Rossbach International











January 1, 2027 at 2:30pm
LINCOLN CENTER
DAVID GEFFEN HALL



Congratulations 
and Best Wishes

on the occasion of our
69th Anniversary! 

Frederick H.W. Hansen
Recording Secretary & 

Parade Announcer









New Location!!





Congratulations to all those that 
make the German-American 

Steuben Parade possible!





Let us turn your ideas into reality. We will help transform your old or new machines into specialized tools of 
production to produce specialty products that could make you the leader that others try to catch!

We give creative attention to meeting your needs whether you’re a novice, low budget inventor or a sky’ s the 
limit corporate tycoon.

Designers, Machinists, Fabricators, Manufacturers of Ideas!

Contact Shereelynn Koehler or Benjamin Koehler
Phone (201) 867-2338 • Fax (201) 867-8783 • Email: khcando@optonline.net

www.khmachineworks.com















Pat Farrell & The Cold Spring Harbor Band
“The Billy Joel Tribute Show”

For more info or booking information
www.ColdSpringHarborBand.com info@ColdSpringHarborBand.com

516-410-8237

Appearing:
The Paramount
Middletown, NY

Saturday, November 21, 2026
7:00 p.m.



“The Adlers blend the perfect amount of 
Austrian, German and American music into 

one of the best Oktoberfest-Party Bands 
available in the USA today!”

Conversation, Conviviality, Countrysideat a Casual Pace by BicycleLearn more at: www.villagesandvineyards.com



Congratulations to the 69th German American Steuben Parade Committee

The Catholic Kolping Society of Brooklyn & Queens
65-04 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale New York 11385

kolping.brooklyn@gmail.com http://www.kolping.org/brooklyn/
New Members Welcome!

69th

Best Wishes for the 69th

German-American Steuben Parade

William A. Conte

1967 - 2026
59



Save the Date!
Saturday, September 18, 2027


